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wager which has been paid, the law will not enforce the return of the money.
10. Immoral Acts. The courts will not enforce an agreement, the object of which is forbidden either by statute or by common law, or which in law may be regarded as immoral or wrong. Such agreements might relate to such subjects as the commission of crime j all kinds of frauds upon creditors, either by way of fraudulent assignments, or by way of agreements with certain creditors to the disadvantage of others; all kinds of transactions under false pretenses, as the selling of articles under false labels; fraudulent conveyance of real estate to defraud creditor's; changes in contracts after they have been signed, either by one party without the consent of the other, or by the two principals without the consent of the sureties; all acts of officers of corporations in their official capacity, in furtherance of their private ends; fictitious bidding at auctions for the purpose of raising the bids of dona Jlde purchasers ; collusion between the auctioneer and private individuals to defraud owner, and the like.
The particular class of illegal acts in this category which has especial interest to engineers, is that referring to changes ' in contracts agreed to by the principals without the consent of the sureties or bondsmen. In all such cases if the changes are material, that is to say, if they are such as may be said to have a money value, then if these changes be made without the consent of the surety, such surety can no longer be held for any damage resulting from failure of his principal to fulfill his agreement* Since such changes are almost always made in all contracts after they are signed and before the work is fully executed, and since it is very common to neglect to obtain the consent of the sureties when making all such changes, these sureties or bondsmen are nearly always relieved from liability in the manner here indicated. Furthermore, if such sureties are consulted in regard to the proposed changes and they
.* This does not apply to contracts containing- a provision for chang-es under given conditions, provided these conditions are strictly complied with and the changes are not too radical.